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Overview

The vital first steps into learning happen in the Early Years. The Early Years
Foundation Stage comprises Pre-Nursery, Nursery and Reception.
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Pre-Nursery is the academic year in which a pupil turns three years of age,
Nursery is the academic year in which a child turns four, and Reception is the
academic year in which the pupil turns five.

The curriculum in Pre-Nursery, Nursery and Reception is based on the Early
Years Foundation Stage Profile in England, with our children therefore working
towards the Early Learning Goals by the end of their Reception year.

Eth nd Aim

Shrewsbury International School Phnom Penh provides an ambitious, holistic
education underpinned by Shrewsbury’s distinctive ethos of ‘Floreat’.

We are dedicated to providing an exceptional early education, with your child at
the very centre of the learning. We tailor all teaching to the needs and interests
of each individual, enabling each child to truly flourish, within a carefully created
and inspiring learning environment.

At Shrewsbury International School Phnom Penh, the children work towards the
Early Learning Goals of the British curriculum. In our Cambodian context, we
also take into account the local language, culture and traditions, and these help
to shape our curriculum offer for the children.



Access to a wide range of local trips and visits are also important for our Early
Years children to access an exceptional, broad curriculum that sets them on the
path to flourishing both at school, and in wider life.

Curriculum Areas

In the Early Years, learning is based upon the three Prime Areas of Learning:
Communication and Language, Personal, Social and Emotional Development, and
Physical Development. On top of this basis is also layered the four Specific Areas
of Learning, which are Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World, and
Expressive Arts and Design.

In all subjects, our expert, qualified teachers are free to select and utilise texts
or textbooks which suit the needs of the cohort and the curriculum context;
there are no texts or textbooks which constitute the curriculum in any area.

The way in which children interact with the world around them and become
successful early learners is via the ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’, which
are Playing and Exploring, Active Learning, and Creating and Thinking Critically.



Understanding
the World

The curriculum is delivered via a mixture of child-led, play-based learning and
teacher-led sessions across the curriculum, including those delivered by subject
specialists in Physical Education, Swimming, Music, Mandarin and Khmer. Across
the curriculum, the children in the Early Years work towards the Early Learning
Goals (ELGs), as detailed below.

The Early Learning Goals

The Early Learning Goals are the expected level of development for children at
the end of their Reception year. Pupils work towards the attainment of these
seventeen goals throughout their time in the Early Years. Children will learn to
do the following:

Communication and Language
ELG 1: Listening, Attention and Understanding




¢ Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant
questions, comments and actions when being read to, and during whole
class discussions and small group interactions.

e Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to
clarify their understanding.

¢ Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their
teacher and peers.

ELG 2: Listening, Attention and Understanding
e Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering

their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary.

e Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently
introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when
appropriate.

e Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full
sentences, including use of past, present, and future tenses and making
use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
ELG 3: Self-Regulation
e Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and
begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly.
e Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they
want and control their immediate impulses when appropriate.
e Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding
appropriately even when engaged in an activity, and show an ability to
follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.

ELG 4: Managing Self
¢ Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and

perseverance in the face of challenge.

e Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave
accordingly.

e Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing,
going to the toilet, and understanding the importance of healthy food
choices.

ELG 5: Building Relationshi

e Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others.

e Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers.
e Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs.



Physical Development
ELG 6: Gross Motor Skills
¢ Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves
and others.
e Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing.
e Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping,
skipping and climbing.

Swimming is a key element of the curriculum and supports physical development

ELG 7: Fine Motor Skills

¢ Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing — using the
tripod grip in almost all cases.

e Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery.
e Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.

Literacy
ELG 8: Comprehension
e Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling
stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced
vocabulary.
¢ Anticipate key events in stories.
e Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions
about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and during role-play.

ELG 9: Word Reading
e Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs.

e Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending.
e Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their
phonic knowledge, including some common exception words.



L e

Children develop English language proficiency through many activities

ELG 10: Writing

e Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.

e Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds
with a letter or letters.

e Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.

Mathematics
ELG 11: Number
e Have a deep understanding of numbers 1 to 10, including the
composition of each number.
e Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5.
e Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other
aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some
number bonds to 10, including double facts.

ELG 12: Numerical Patterns

e Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting
system.

e Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one
quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity.

e Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens
and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally.

Understanding the World
ELG 13: Past and Present
e Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society.
e Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and
now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.
e Understand the past through settings, characters and events
encountered in books read in class, and storytelling.



ELG 14: People, Culture and Communities
¢ Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from

observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts, and maps.

e Know some similarities and differences between different religious and
cultural communities in the UK and Cambodia, drawing on their
experiences and what has been read in class.

e Explain some similarities and differences between life in the UK and in
Cambodia, and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories,
non-fiction texts and, when appropriate, maps.

Celebrating host country culture: Khmer New Year

ELG 15: The Natural World

e Explore the natural world around them, making observations and
drawing pictures of animals and plants.

e Know some similarities and differences between the natural world
around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences
and what has been read in class.

e Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world
around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.

Expressive Arts and Design
ELG 16: Creating with Materials
e Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques,
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form, and function.
e Share their creations, explaining the process they have used.
e Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in
narratives and stories.




STEAM education starts early at Shrewsbury International School Phnom Penh

ELG 17: Being Imaginative and Expressive

e Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their
teacher.

¢ Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs.

e Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and when
appropriate, try to move in time with music.

A Typical Day in Early Years

In the Early Years, the children arrive at school between 7:30am and 8:00am.
Their parents or guardians will bring them to their classroom. The children will
then self-register, put their belongings away independently, and then begin their
endeavours in child-led learning in the Early Years environment. Later in the
morning, the class will go to a Specialist lesson such as Physical Education,
Swimming, or Music, which will be taught by a Specialist Teacher.

At 10:30am, the Reception children will have a Phonics lesson. At 11:00am, it is
lunch time for the children. They will eat a hot and nutritious lunch in the Dining
Room with their friends and teachers. At 11:20am, the children will have
lunchtime playtime.

Learning recommences at 12:00pm. The children might have language lessons
in Khmer and Mandarin from our Specialist Language Teachers, or will resume
work on a project either individually, or with a group of their peers. There will
always be extended time for child-led learning, before a class carpet or circle
time at 2:30pm. This will focus on something important for the class, such as a
local celebration, a topic of Personal, Social and Emotional Development, or
shared storytelling.
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At 2:50pm, the teacher and children will draw their day to a close. The Early
Years children are then collected from their classrooms by their parents and
guardians for hometime at 3:00pm.

Example Weekly Timetable

8:05 9:30 10:30 | 11:00 | 12:00 12:30 1:00 2:30
Mon Child-Led Learning PE Phonics | Lunch | Khmer | Chinese Child-Led Learning Circle Time
Tues Child-Led Learning Swimming Library | Lunch Child-Led Learning Circle Time
Weds Child-Led Learning Phonics | Lunch Child-Led Learning Circle Time
Thurs Child-Led Learning Story Lunch Child-Led Learning Circle Time
Fri Child-Led Learning Phonics | Lunch Music Child-Led Learning Circle Time
Reporting and Feedback

Shrewsbury International School Phnom Penh will formally report on each child’s
progress three times a year.

In the Early Years, this will be done by the use of the Focus Week Cycle. During
each Focus Week, observations from the teachers will be collected into an
individualised report, which will uniquely and accurately reflect each child’s
learning across the Early Years curriculum. Parents will also be invited to
contribute to each of their child’s Focus Weeks, prior to Focus Week feedback
being collected at school. After each Focus Week, parents will be invited into
school to meet with their child’s class teacher, to discuss their child’s report and
progress, and the areas of focus for their child’s learning going forward.

Supporting at Home

At Shrewsbury International School Phnom Penh, we ask that if ever you are
considering acquiring a tutor outside of school for your child, that you discuss
this with your child’s class teacher first. The children have an active, full day at
school, facilitated by teachers who are experts in their field. It is therefore
absolutely not necessary to seek out an additional tutor for your child in order
for them to reach their full potential across the Early Years curriculum at
Shrewsbury.

In the Early Years, no homework is set, but we ask that parents and guardians

read with their child at home, as often as possible. Library books can be
borrowed from school each week, and we ask that you send your child’s current

11




Library book back to school each week, so that your child can bring a new one
home. Fostering a lifelong love of reading, whilst increasing children’s early
word-reading and reading comprehension skills, are the focuses here. If parents
or guardians have any questions about reading at home, or indeed any other
topic, please either speak to, or email, your child’s Class Teacher in the first
instance.

Foundation Stage Outcomes

At the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage at Shrewsbury International
School Phnom Penh, the children will have met the Early Learning Goals, as
outlined in this document, to the best of their ability. Pupils will not ‘pass’ or *fail’
the Foundation Stage, but will be prepared for life in Key Stage 1 and beyond.

12
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