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Overview

Key Stage 1 is the next stage after the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). Key
Stage 1 comprises Year 1 and Year 2.
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English National Curriculum

Year 1 is the academic year in which a pupil turns six years of age, and Year 2 is
the academic year in which the pupil turns seven.

The curriculum in Key Stage 1 is based on the National Curriculum in England.
The curriculum goals and the way in which they will be delivered for the pupils of
Shrewsbury International School Phnom Penh are detailed below.

Ethos and Aims

Shrewsbury International School Phnom Penh provides an ambitious, holistic
education underpinned by Shrewsbury’s distinctive ethos of ‘Floreat’. The Key
Stage 1 children’s development is facilitated by highly qualified and passionate
teachers, within an enabling, inspiring environment.

At Shrewsbury International School Phnom Penh, the curriculum in Key Stage 1
is based on the National Curriculum in England. In our Cambodian context, we
also take into account the local language, culture and traditions, and these help
to shape our curriculum offer for the children.

Access to a wide range of local trips and visits are also important for our Key
Stage 1 children to access an exceptional, broad curriculum that sets them on
the path to flourishing both at school, and in wider life.



Curriculum Areas

In Key Stage 1, the children study the Core Subjects of English, Mathematics
and Science, as well as a range of additional Foundation Subjects and Specialist
Subjects, as detailed in the Subject Summaries.

Core Subjects Foundation Subjects

English Art and Design

Mathematics Computing

Science Design and Technology

Geography

History

Languages

Music

Physical Education

PSHE

At Key Stage 1, the languages taught, Khmer and Mandarin, as well as Music,
and Physical Education, are all taught by Specialist Teachers.

In all subjects, our expert, qualified teachers are free to select and utilise texts
or textbooks which suit the needs of the cohort and the curriculum context;
there are no texts or textbooks which constitute the curriculum in any area.

Subject Summaries

English

The greatest proportion of curriculum time in Key Stage 1 is given to English,
due to the complexity of the subject and the demands of the Key Stage 1
objectives across curriculum elements including spoken language, phonics,
reading comprehension, writing composition, handwriting, spelling, grammar and
punctuation. The overarching aim for the English curriculum is to promote high
standards of language and literacy, by equipping our pupils with a strong
command of the spoken and written word in English, and to develop their love of
literature through reading for enjoyment.

Spoken Language
Spoken language in English underpins the development of reading and writing.
The quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are vital for




developing their vocabulary and grammar, and their understanding for reading
and writing. Our Key Stage 1 teachers therefore ensure the continual
development of pupils’ confidence and competence in their listening skills, and
their spoken English language capabilities. Pupils develop greater abilities to
listen effectively and respond appropriately, to both teachers and peers. Children
in Key Stage 1 are assisted in making their thinking clear to themselves, as well
as to others, through increasingly accurate and effective spoken communication.
Key Stage 1 pupils are further encouraged to increase their range of spoken
abilities via the use of drama. Pupils are taught to adopt, create, sustain and
respond to a range of dramatic performance roles.

Reading
Reading feeds pupils’ imaginations, and opens up a wide-ranging treasure-trove

of wonder and joy for our children’s naturally curious young minds. Continuing
on from the Early Years Foundation Stage, promoting the joy of reading, for life,
is the focus for this aspect of the curriculum. Therefore the Key Stage 1 teachers
will spend significant time reading to the children, as well as encouraging the
children to read for themselves. Key Stage 1 children will become increasingly
familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and
considering their particular characteristics. All pupils are encouraged to read
widely across both fiction and non-fiction, to develop their knowledge of
themselves, and the world in which they live. The children will be encouraged to
link what they read, or hear read, to their own experiences.

Reading comprehension skills develop further through pupils’ experience of
high-quality discussion about their reading with their teacher. Key Stage 1
children will read and discuss a wide range of stories, poems and non-fiction
texts in class. To further develop their skill in the mechanics of reading, Key
Stage 1 teachers will build on the work of the Early Years to aid children to
further practise, improve and hone their ability to decode to read. Daily Phonics
sessions will ensure that children increase their knowledge of
grapheme-phoneme correspondences and common exception words, in order for
pupils to read with increasing speed, accuracy and confidence. With Phases One
to Four of Letters and Sounds having typically been covered in the Early Years, in
Year 1, Phases Five to Six of Letters and Sounds are the foci for Phonics
sessions, with then all six phases being reviewed and drawn upon in Year 2.

Writing

Writing down ideas fluently depends on effective transcription. A continuation of
daily Phonics sessions in Year 1 ensure that writing transcription skills are
constantly increased. Children in Key Stage 1 learn to spell more quickly and
accurately, through knowing the relationship between letters and sounds
(phonics), as well as an emerging understanding of the morphology (word
structure) and orthography (spelling structure) of words. Effective writing
composition in Key Stage 1 involves learning to form, articulate and



communicate ideas, and then organise those ideas coherently for a reader. This
requires clarity, awareness of the audience, purpose and context, and an
increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary and grammar. Successful writing in
Key Stage 1 also depends on fluent, legible and, eventually, speedy handwriting,
which is therefore also a focus from Year 1.

Literacy development is a priority at Shrewsbury International School Phnom Penh

Mathematics

A large proportion of time is also allocated to the study of Mathematics, with
daily discrete instruction beginning in Year 1. The principal focus of Mathematics
teaching in Key Stage 1 is to ensure that pupils develop confidence and mental
fluency with whole numbers, counting and place value. This involves working
with numerals, number words, and the four operations. Similarly to in the Early
Years, in Key Stage 1 this includes frequent use of practical resources, such as
concrete counting objects and shape and space measuring tools. At Key Stage 1,
pupils will develop their ability to recognise, describe, draw, compare and sort
different shapes, and use the related vocabulary. The teaching of Mathematics at
Key Stage 1 will also involve using a range of measures to describe and compare
different quantities, using concepts such as length, mass, capacity, volume,
time, and money.

Moving from a secure knowledge of the humbers to ten in the Early Years, by the
end of Year 1, pupils will be able to count to and across one hundred, and by the
end of Year 2, they will know the number bonds to twenty, and be precise in the
use and understanding of place value. In Key Stage 1 also, children will learn to
further recognise, and confidently utilise, the inverse relationship between
addition and subtraction, using this knowledge to check their calculations and
solve missing number problems; as well as solve problems involving
multiplication and division, using materials, arrays, repeated addition, mental
methods, and multiplication and division facts.



Pupils will also learn to read and spell mathematical vocabulary, at a level
consistent with their increasing word reading and spelling knowledge at Key
Stage 1. An emphasis on practice at this early stage, and the use of real-life
contexts, will aid our children’s mathematical fluency.

Science

The principal focus of Science teaching in Key Stage 1 is to enable pupils to
experience and observe phenomena, looking more closely at the natural and
humanly-constructed world around them. Children will be encouraged to be
curious and ask questions about what they notice. They are helped to develop
their understanding of scientific ideas by using different types of scientific
enquiry to answer their own questions, including observing changes over a
period of time, noticing patterns, grouping and classifying things, carrying out
simple comparative tests, and finding things out using secondary sources of
information.

Following on from the Early Years Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 children will
learn more about living things and their habitats, and the use of everyday
materials for different purposes. Key Stage 1 pupils will begin to use simple
scientific language to talk about what they have found out, and communicate
their ideas. Most of the Science learning in Key Stage 1 will be facilitated through
the use of first-hand, practical experiences.

Art and Design

At Key Stage 1, our children will be taught how to use a range of materials
creatively to design and make products. The pupils will learn to use drawing,
painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and
imagination. Key Stage 1 children will develop a wider range of art and design
techniques, using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space in an
increasingly advanced and skilled manner. By the end of the Key Stage, the
pupils will also study the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers;
learn to describe the differences and similarities between different practices and
disciplines; and make links to their own work.
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Computing

Formal learning for Computing begins in Year 1. Pupils in Key Stage 1 will be
taught to understand what algorithms are; how they are implemented as
programs on digital devices; and that programs execute by following precise and
unambiguous instructions. Children will also learn how to create and debug
simple programs of their own. By the end of Key Stage 1, our children will use
their developing logical reasoning to predict the behaviour of simple computer
programs. They will also use technology purposefully to create, organise, store,
manipulate and retrieve digital content and will recognise common uses of
information technology beyond school. There is also an emphasis on using
technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal information private, and
identifying where to go for help and support when children have concerns about
content, or contact, when on the internet.

Design and Technology

Through a variety of creative and practical activities, pupils in Key Stage 1 will
be taught the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to engage in an
iterative process of designing, making and evaluating. Children will increase
technical knowledge as they build more complex structures, and explore how
their constructions can be made stronger or more stable. Children in Key Stage 1
will also explore and use mechanisms, for example, levers, sliders, wheels or
axles, in their products. The children will learn to evaluate their ideas and
products against their design criteria, and existing products. As well as
constructing and woodworking, in Key Stage 1, cooking and nutrition also forms
part of the Designh and Technology curriculum. Children will learn more about
where food comes from, as well as the basic principles of a healthy and varied
diet, as well as following recipes, preparing their own dishes, and developing a
love of cooking.

Geography



In Geography in Key Stage 1, the pupils will develop increased knowledge about
the world around them. They will learn specifically about both the United
Kingdom and their locality of Phnom Penh and Cambodia. The Key Stage 1
children will come to understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to
Human and Physical Geography and begin to use geographical skills, including
first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness.

History

In History at Key Stage 1, our pupils will develop an awareness of the past. They
will be taught the use of common words and phrases relating to the passing of
time. The children will come to know where the people and events they study fit
within a chronological framework, and identify similarities and differences
between ways of life in different periods. In Key Stage 1, children will begin to
use a wider vocabulary of everyday historical terms. The pupils will have
opportunities to ask and answer questions about the past. They will learn to
choose and use parts of historical sources to find out about, and come to
understand, the key features of events from the past.

Languages

Children in Key Stage 1 will continue to learn both Khmer and Mandarin, either
as a mother tongue programme where applicable, or as a Modern Foreign
Language. The children will learn to speak each language with increasing
confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they
want to say, including through discussion and asking questions. The pupils will
work on continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and
intonation. Children will study vocabulary in topics such as Numbers, Family,
Colours, Animals, Transportation and Food in both languages. The lessons will
also include learning about Chinese and Cambodian traditions, stories, songs,
and rhymes.

Music

At Key Stage 1, the children will be taught to use their voices expressively and
creatively, by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. The pupils will
learn to play both tuned and untuned instruments musically. The Specialist Music
teacher will also encourage Key Stage 1 pupils to listen with concentration, and
develop their understanding of a range of high-quality live and recorded music.
The children will also learn to experiment with, create, select, and combine
sounds, using the inter-related dimensions of music.

Physical Education

Pupils in Key Stage 1 will further develop fundamental movement skills, become
increasingly competent and confident in their movements, and access a broad
range of opportunities to extend their agility, balance and coordination. The
children will engage in both competitive and cooperative physical activities. Key
Stage 1 children will learn to master the basic movements they began to develop



in the Early Years, including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as well as
further developing balance, agility and coordination, and begin to apply these in
a range of new physical games and activities. The children will learn to
participate in a wider range of team games, developing simple tactics for
attacking and defending, as well as perform dances using simple movement
patterns. Children in Key Stage 1 will also further develop their Swimming skills.
During their Swimming lessons, children will learn to swim more competently,
confidently and proficiently. They will learn to use a range of strokes effectively,
for example, front crawl, backstroke and breaststroke. The children will also
learn to perform safe self-rescue in different water-based situations.

PSHE

PSHE refers to learning regarding personal, social, health and economic topics.
The aim of this subject is to further widen the children’s educational experience
and to offer every child an opportunity to develop vital life skills and knowledge
that they need to truly flourish, both in Key Stage 1, and into their life in the
future. The learning under the PSHE curriculum includes helping our Key Stage 1
pupils to deal with issues they face every day, such as friendships, emotional
wellbeing, and change. This will be done via discrete, class-teacher led sessions,
and well as in the moment throughout the day, as issues and points of learning
in these aspects of the curriculum occur. The PSHE curriculum facilitates the
children to establish a wider and more solid foundation for overcoming whatever
challenges lie ahead, as well as embracing future opportunities, so that they can
face a world full of potential uncertainties with hope and confidence.

Happy children learn better and reach development goals sooner.

A Typical Day in Key Stage 1

In Key Stage 1, the children arrive at school between 7:30am and 8:00am. Their
parents or guardians will bring them to their classroom. The children will then
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self-register, put their belongings away independently, and take part in morning
activities in their classroom until the registration period ends at 8:05am.

The morning’s learning will then commence with a Mathematics lesson with their
class. At 8:30am, the Key Stage 1 children will either take part in child-led
learning in the Early Years and Year 1 environment at Flatiron, or go to a
Specialist lesson such as Physical Education, Swimming, or Music, which will be
taught by a Specialist Teacher.

At 10:30am, the Key Stage 1 children will have an English or Phonics lesson. At
11:00am, it is lunch time for the children. They will eat a hot and nutritious
lunch in the Dining Room with their friends and teachers. At 11:20am, the
children will have lunchtime playtime.

At 12:00pm, the children will often have language lessons in Khmer and
Mandarin, from our Specialist Language Teachers. Afterwards, the children will
have a Science lesson or a Computing lesson with their class teacher, or will
work on a Foundation Subjects project either individually, or with a group of their
peers. There will always be further time for child-led learning, before a class
carpet or circle time at 2:30pm. This will focus on something important for the
class, such as a local celebration, a topic of personal, social, health or economic
education, or shared storytelling.

At 2:50pm, the teacher and children will draw their day to a close. The Key

Stage 1 children are then collected from their classrooms by their parents and
guardians for hometime at 3:00pm.

Example Weekly Timetable

8:05 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:30 11:00 | 12:00 12:30 1:00 1:30 2:30

Mon Maths | Library Child-Led Learning Phonics | Lunch | Khmer | Chinese English Child-Led Circle
Learning Time

Tues Maths Music Child-Led Learning Phonics | Lunch | Khmer | Chinese Science Child-Led Circle
Learning Time

Weds Maths Child-Led Physical Phonics | Lunch | Khmer | Chinese Science Child-Led Circle
Learning Education Learning Time

Thurs Maths Child-Led Physical Phonics | Lunch | Khmer | Chinese | Foundation Child-Led Circle
Learning Education Learning Time

Fri Maths | Music Child-Led Learning Phonics | Lunch | Hand- PSHE Foundation Child-Led Circle
writing Learning Time

Teacher-Led Sessions: Weekly Weightings
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Subject/Curriculum Area Teacher Sessions Per Week
English Class Teacher 8
Mathematics Class Teacher 5
Khmer Subject Specialist Teacher 4
Mandarin Subject Specialist Teacher 4
Physical Education Subject Specialist Teacher 4
Music Subject Specialist Teacher 2
Science Class Teacher 2
Foundation Subjects Class Teacher 2
PSHE Class Teacher 1

R rtin nd F back

Shrewsbury International School Phnom Penh will formally report on each child’s
progress three times a year.

At Key Stage 1, this will be done by the use of the Focus Week Cycle. During
each Focus Week, observations from the teachers will be collected into an
individualised report, which will uniquely and accurately reflect each child’s
learning across the Key Stage 1 curriculum. Parents will also be invited to
contribute to each of their child’s Focus Weeks, prior to Focus Week feedback
being collected at school. After each Focus Week, parents will be invited into
school to meet with their child’s class teacher, to discuss their child’s report and
progress, and the areas of focus for their child’s learning going forward.

Homework and Supporting at Home

At Shrewsbury International School Phnom Penh, we ask that if you are
considering acquiring a tutor outside of school for your child, that you discuss
this with your child’s class teacher first. Issues can occur if a tutor begins
teaching children incorrect subject material, or if they confuse children with a
different approach to Phonics or Mathematics, for example. The children have an
active, full day at school, facilitated by teachers who are experts in their field. It
is therefore not necessary to seek out an additional tutor for your child in order
for them to reach their full potential across the Key Stage 1 curriculum at
Shrewsbury.
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Our teachers will, however, from Key Stage 1, begin to set small amounts of
homework for the children. The vast majority of this in Key Stage 1 will be
further reading at home. We ask that parents and guardians fill in their child’s
Reading Record, and return their child’s Oxford Reading Tree and Library books
to school each week, so that their child can bring new ones home. Fostering a
lifelong love of reading, whilst increasing children’s word-reading and reading
comprehension skills, are the foci here. Class and Specialist teachers will also
sometimes set other short homework tasks for Key Stage 1 children. Teachers
will explain to the children what they need to do to be successful, and when they
need to complete their homework by. If parents or guardians have any questions
about reading or other homework from school, or indeed any other topic, please
either speak to, or email, your child’s Class Teacher in the first instance.

Key Stage Outcomes

At the end of Key Stage 1 at Shrewsbury International School Phnom Penh, the
children will have met the objectives, as outlined in the ‘Subject Summaries’ in
this document, to the best of their ability. Pupils will not ‘pass’ or ‘fail’ the Key
Stage, but will be prepared for life in Key Stage 2 and beyond.

13
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